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ABOUT THE BOOKS

The Puppy Tales by W. Bruce Cameron offer students a delightful and insightful 

look into the winsome, wise, and wonderful world of humankind’s best friend. 

Each book in The Puppy Tales series traces a pup’s colorful journey from their earliest 

puppyhood memory to the discovery of their special person and true purpose. The puppy 

protagonists who narrate the tales range from Poodles to Pit Bulls. Like the canine 

narrators, the human main characters are a diverse group—school-age kids, professional 

animal trainers, search-and-rescue dog handlers. Through adventures, adversity, and 

obstacles, the determined dogs and humans in these stories learn bittersweet life lessons 

about themselves and the people and world around them. But they never waver in their 

devotion to the central, cherished pet-person bond they share. The Puppy Tales offer 

surprising clarity on universal themes of love, loyalty, friendship, family, and belonging 

even through the furriest of lenses. As they read The Puppy Tales, students may find 

themselves wondering if the blueprint for a joyful, purposeful life and positive, connected 

relationships is actually closer to a paw print. 

ELLIE’S STORY
Trade Paperback: 9780765374707
Hardcover: 9780765374691
eBook: 9781466842991

German shepherd Ellie is trained for 

the critical job of search-and-rescue 

dog, but the professional handlers she 

lives and works with gain strength 

and support from this big-hearted dog 

in their personal lives, too. 

MOLLY’S STORY
Trade Paperback: 9780765394941
Hardcover: 9780765394934
eBook: 9780765394958

Poodle-mix Molly is a natural at 

giving “her girl” the love and attention 

C.J. (Clarity June) is sorely lacking. 

As the devoted pup stays by C.J.’s 

side through truancy and community 

service, Molly finds out she possesses 

another vital talent—detecting 

disease. 

BAILEY’S STORY
Trade Paperback: 9780765388414
Hardcover: 9780765388407
eBook: 9780765388421

Golden-retriever-pup Bailey might 

be as silly as he is steadfast, but 

he knows that seeing “his boy” 

Ethan through love, loss, and life’s 

bittersweet ups and downs is more 

than his duty. It’s his destiny!

MAX’S STORY
Hardcover: 9780765395016
eBook: 9780765395030

When shelter-born Chihuahua-Yorkie 

mix Max “chooses” C.J. (Clarity June) 

as his person, their unique bond 

toughens up a girl with a difficult 

home life and softens the rough edges 

of a little dog with a big attitude. (C.J. 

is also the human main character 

in Molly’s Story, and Max and Molly 

“meet” when C.J. introduces them at 

the end of Max’s Story.)
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SHELBY’S STORY
Trade Paperback: 9781250301932
Hardcover: 9781250301918
eBook: 9781250301925

Based on the real-life dog who 

starred in the A Dog’s Way Home 

major motion picture, pit-bull-mix 

Shelby’s (fictionalized) life story is the 

ultimate canine “rags-to-riches” tale. 

Rescue dog Shelby finds herself in the 

spotlight, but it’s finding a home with 

her beloved trainer Teresa that gives 

Shelby her off-screen “happy ending.”

LILY’S STORY
Hardcover: 9781250213518
eBook: 9781250213501

Pit-bull-mix Lily is the runt of her 

litter, but when she teams up with 

“her girl” Maggie Rose these two 

“little sisters” make a big difference 

for animals in need at a rescue shelter 

and beyond.

TOBY’S STORY
Hardcover: 9780765394989
eBook: 9780765395009

Toby proves the only thing a “typical” 

beagle is better at than running, is 

loving his people—no matter how 

many of them there are! With the 

help of Mona, his determined young 

caretaker, Toby surprises everyone by 

becoming a successful nursing-home 

therapy dog.

BELLA’S STORY
Hardcover: 9781250212764
eBook: 9781250212740

When a restrictive local law separates 

pit-bull-mix Bella from her beloved 

Lucas, she has no choice but to prove 

there is always a way to “Go Home.” 

Bella doesn’t let any of the human or 

natural obstacles along her path stop 

her from completing the incredible 

500-mile journey back to “her boy.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Author, screenwriter, and dog-lover W. Bruce Cameron 

adapted The Puppy Tales young-reader novels from his 

New York Times and USA Today bestselling A Dog’s Purpose series 

for adult readers. These adult books were so popular they were 

made into major motion pictures, for which he co-wrote screenplays 

with his wife, Cathryn Michon. While he has achieved commercial success in publishing, 

film, and television, Mr. Cameron clearly “practices what he preaches”—placing a high 

value on doing work that is purposeful for him, and helpful to others. On his website,  

W. Bruce Cameron shares that people grieving the loss of a beloved dog have told him 

they found comfort in A Dog’s Purpose, and he notes, “I’m humbled to think that my 

story eases their grief and prepares them to search out another canine companion.” 

You can learn more about W. Bruce Cameron and his work by visiting his website: 

wbrucecameron.com.

Photo Credit: Ute Ville
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1. All of the books in W. Bruce Cameron’s Puppy Tales series 
feature canine narrators. What was your favorite thing 
about reading a book (or books) written from a dog’s 
point of view? 

2. What are some of the ways author W. Bruce Cameron 
helps readers see the world from a “dog’s-eye” point of 
view? (For example, the kinds of details he focuses on; 
the way he considers basic activities and objects as if 
they are foreign, instead of familiar; and how he flips the 
perspective on—and humorously questions the value 
of—common human activities like going to school or 
work, or having conversations.)

3. How do you think your favorite Puppy Tale, or Tales, 
would have been different if they had been written from a 
person’s point of view? Do you think the story (or stories) 
would have been more—or less—funny, engaging, or 
unique with a human narrator? 

4. In each book, the puppy protagonist connects with a 
special person, family, or human community to which he 
or she truly belongs. How does author W. Bruce Cameron 
help you get to know the human character(s) even though 
they are described from a dog’s point of view?

5. Was there a human character in one of the stories that 
you related to particularly well? Who was it? What did 
you relate to in that character’s personality, story, or 
relationship with the book’s canine main character? 

6. Each story opens with a puppy becoming aware of its 
earliest surroundings and sensations. How does W. Bruce 
Cameron use sensory details to convey the world of a 
newborn puppy? (Think about descriptions of mother 
dogs, siblings, shelters, eating, sleeping, and playing.)

7. For the pup (or pups) you read about, how much (or how 
little) do you think their first “home” and interactions 
with people, influenced their expectations of people and 
situations they encounter later in life? Cite examples from 
the story (or stories) you read to support your answer. 

8. As their vision improves and they gain strength and 
stamina, the canine narrators realize there is a wider 
world beyond their mother dog, littermates, shelter, 
kennel, or yard. For example, German shepherd pup Ellie 
observes (in Ellie’s Story) “Outside was bigger than I had 
ever thought. It went on forever!” Can you remember the 
moment when the dog (or dogs) you read about became 
aware of, or experienced, “outside” for the first time? 
What sensations and questions did this raise?

USING THE PUPPY TALES IN THE CLASSROOM
The following discussion questions and activities can be used to support and extend 

 learning in conjunction with one, several, or all of The Puppy Tales.

9. As they grow up, the canine narrators continue to rely 
on their intense sensory awareness to navigate and 
understand the world around them. Can you share an 
example, or examples, from one or more of the stories, 
of a particularly vivid sight, smell, sound, touch, or taste 
experience one of the pup protagonists describes? 

10. How did The Puppy Tales story, or stories, you read 
explore the concept of home? Why is it so important? Is 
home defined more by physical or emotional features? 
Or both? Do you think the way the dog(s) in this book, or 
series, understand the concept of home is (overall) very 
different from, or pretty similar to, how a person does?

11. Author W. Bruce Cameron emphasizes how vital it is 
for each dog to find his or her unique purpose, or job. 
In Bailey’s Story, for example, golden retriever Bailey 
comforts “his boy” Ethan, who gets lost after a horse-
riding mishap. Bailey thinks, “Even as a puppy I’d been 
sure that there was an important job for me out in the 
world. Now I’d found it. I had to protect my boy. My 
purpose was to keep him safe.” What purpose did the 
dog(s) you read about discover, and how did it change 
them? How was finding “their” special person connected 
to discovering their purpose? 

12. How does a person view having a sense of purpose? Is 
it as important for people, as it is for the pups featured 
in these stories? How can having a sense of purpose 
contribute to a person’s happiness, identity, or fulfillment? 
Can you think of an example of a significant opportunity, 
responsibility, or experience in your own life that gave you 
a clearer sense of your purpose in your family, class, or 
community?

13. In addition to discovering their special person and 
purpose, each pup also figures out his or her place in the 
world, or in various “pecking orders,” relative to siblings, 
caretakers, or other dogs or animals. Can you think of 
any examples from the book(s) you read where a pup is 
figuring out his or her role in a situation, relationship, or 
pack?   

14. What did you learn, from the book(s) you read in the 
series, about the universal dog “language,” which dogs 
instinctively know and “speak” (through barks and body 
language)? Can you cite specific examples of how the 
dog protagonist in the book(s) you read demonstrated 
his or her unique “canine communication” skills? (For 
example, how do dogs “greet” each other when meeting 
for the first time; how do they show affection, aggression, 
or possession?)

Discussion questions
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15. The pups in these tales are also highly skilled at “reading” 
the body language and moods of people they encounter. 
Can you think of some examples where a dog character 
interprets tone of voice, gestures, or body language to 
understand what the humans around him or her are 
saying or feeling? 

16. In spite of their their ability to use body-language clues 
to figure out what their owner wants or needs, dogs and 
humans sometimes can have different interpretations 
of a situation, which can lead to some funny 
misunderstandings. Can you think of any examples from 
a Puppy Tale of humorous miscommunications between 
person and dog? 

17. There are also instances in The Puppy Tales where 
a pup’s initial misperception, or mislabeling, of 
something unfamiliar leads to humorous descriptions 
or assumptions. (For example, seeing snow for the first 
time, or assuming cows or horses are simply large dogs.) 
Can you think of some funny examples from the Puppy 
Tales book(s) you read?

18. In some of the stories, there are strong parallels between 
the canine and human protagonists. Was this the case in 
the book, or books, you read? If so, what similarities did 
you observe between pup and person?

19. If you read several, or all, of the books in the series, 
which human/canine “pair” was your favorite? What 
did you find especially interesting about that particular 
dog-person relationship? If you only read one of the 
books, what did you observe about the bond between 
the main dog character and the main human character? 
How did it grow over the course of the story? Were there 
circumstances that tested, or threatened, that bond? 
How did the human and canine characters navigate such 
obstacles?

20. Do you have a favorite dog from The Puppy Tales 
series? What did you especially like about his or 
her attitude, personality, or sense of humor? 
If you read several books in the series, which 
book was your favorite? What did you 
especially like about it—the plot, theme, or 
setting? Did it inspire you to do something 
new, like foster a pet? 

21. The canine perception of technology, and various human 
objects and activities, is often humorous. In Bella’s Story, 
for example, pup protagonist Bella observes of “her 
boy” Lucas and his Mom’s cell phone use: “A phone is 
something people will look at and talk to like it is a dog. I 
guess Mom and Lucas had gotten into the habit of doing 
this before I got there. They must have been crazy with 
loneliness without a dog.” Did the pup(s) you read about 
make funny observations about common tech devices or 
human activities (such as talking or watching television, 
for example)? How do these things look different when 
you (re)consider them from the “dog’s-eye” point of view? 

22. An important part of each dog’s journey is learning. How 
did the dog (or dogs) you read about begin to recognize 
and understand human words or commands? What role 
did trust, love, and loyalty play in the training process? 

23. How did the dog(s) you read about learn their name(s)? 
Why does having a name make a dog feel so special? 

24. Based on The Puppy Tales book(s) you read, would you 
argue that the concept of a pack is similar to, or different 
than, the concept of a family or community? Cite 
examples from the book(s) to support your argument.

25. What is the most important life lesson you learned from 
reading a book, or books, in the Puppy Tales series? Did 
you learn something about friendship, loyalty, love, 
work, or the unique bond between pets and people? Or, 
if you want to take the “dog’s-eye” view, what is the most 
important life lesson the dog(s) you read about learned?

26. Aside from Shelby’s Story (based on the real dog the 
author met during the making of the movie A Dog’s 
Way Home), the pups in the series are fictional. But the 
descriptions of breeds; rescue, foster, adoption, and 
training practices; and how dogs act and interact with 

other dogs are factual. What new topic, or topics, 
did you learn about from the Tale or Tales you 

read? Did you learn about animal shelters or 
animal rescue? Fostering animals? Search-
and-rescue dogs, disease-detecting dogs, or 
therapy dogs? Did you learn about puppy 
and dog care and training? Did you learn 
about a specific breed, or breeds? 

27. Based on information, or inspiration, from 
a book or books in The Puppy Tales series, do 

you want to do something new or different for 
the dogs, other animals, or people in your life or 

community?



6

A Teacher’s Guide to The Puppy Tales

1. Write a brief (2–3 page) biography of your favorite dog from the series. Include a written description and illustrations. 
Review the relevant Puppy Tale book for details of the pup’s early puppyhood, physical appearance, personality, and key 
people, places, and events in their “life story.”

2. Together as a class, brainstorm themes and ideas (such as home, belonging, sense of purpose, family, friendship, loyalty) 
explored in The Puppy Tales. Invite students to create a piece, in the medium or format of their choice, based on one of the 
themes and how it relates to their own life. Students might give a speech; write an essay; do a drawing, painting, or collage; 
prepare a video or multimedia presentation; or write a poem or song. Have students share, or present, completed pieces to 
the class. 

3. Using the Puppy Tales as a model, write a journal or diary entry documenting a “day in 
the life” of your dog or pet, or a friend’s pet, from the animal’s perspective. Make sure to 
include the kind of colorful sensory details, humor, and action and unique, specific 
character traits that made the canine characters and adventures in The Puppy Tales 
so memorable, funny, and authentic. Draw a picture to complement your text.

4. Some dog breeds have vocal fans and critics. Pit-bull-type dogs are a good 
example of this. Some people think they are dangerous and do not make 
good pets, while others think the breed is simply misunderstood, and unfairly 
stereotyped. Divide the class into two groups, with one side FOR more limitations 
and restrictions around ownership of pit-bull-type dogs, and the other side 
AGAINST. After the teams conduct research and prepare their arguments, hold a 
debate in class. Invite another class to vote on which side presents the more convincing 
argument, and “wins” the debate. Or use a Rogerian approach, helping the two groups 
discover what they agree on while finding a middle ground.

5. Organize students into groups to create board games based on The Puppy Tales book they read. Games should include a 
path to follow; dice, spinner, or other device to indicate number of spaces to move; and cards or cues to prompt setbacks 
or advantages. (For example, “animal control picks you up: miss a turn,” or “you find garbage-pail snacks: move ahead two 
squares.”) Each game needs a clear objective, such as “the first pup to get to its person/doghouse/bone wins,” and should 
reflect key elements from The Puppy Tales book on which it’s based. Rotate groups to play each other’s games.

6. If technology is available, invite interested students to design or code a simple video game or program based on their 
favorite Puppy Tales book.

7. Invite students to make a paper-bag “PUP-pet” of their favorite dog from the series. Form 
small groups to write short sketches or scripts for puppet shows, depicting important or funny 

scenes from a favorite Puppy Tale. Perform the puppet shows for classmates and/or younger 
“buddy” classes.

8. Have each student pick a dog breed that was featured in one of the Puppy Tales, or another 
breed of interest to them. Have students do online and library research on their breed, 
write a 1–2 page informational essay, and draw a picture of a dog from that breed. Compile 

essays and illustrations in a Guidebook To Breeds. If desired, photocopy the finished 
guidebook so students can share with interested family and friends.

9. In The Puppy Tales, dogs have to learn skills and commands, without speaking the same 
language as their trainers. Try this exercise to give students a sense of what that might feel like. 

Prepare index cards with a simple task or action (such as waving, or opening a notebook) written on them. 
Have students work in pairs. Set a buzzer to give the students with cards one minute to get their partners to perform the 
specified action, without saying the word or phrase written on the card. Students can use other words, visual cues (no 
contact), or they can point to related objects. Have pairs switch roles, and then come back together for a class discussion. 
How does it feel when the most basic piece of the puzzle—knowing what specifically you are supposed to do—is missing? 

ACTIVITY SUGGESTIONS
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10. In the series, dogs communicate with other dogs through mutually understood cues and behavior. Have students review the 
Puppy Tale book(s) they read to find and record examples of this instinctive dog “language.” (For example, “sniffing under 
tails = greeting” or “bowing down = invitation to play.”) Students can add terms to their “Dog Dictionary” when they read 
additional Puppy Tales. 

11. Imagine your school is picking a new mascot. Write a persuasive letter to the principal about why one of the dogs from The 
Puppy Tales series should “get the job.” Which dog would you recommend and why? Use specific details to support your 
choice.

12. In The Puppy Tales, W. Bruce Cameron’s canine narrators share their perceptions (and sometimes 
misperceptions) of what a person is thinking or doing. Have students create a comic strip with 
panels alternating between a dog’s perspective and a person’s perspective. Students can come 
up with funny names for their canine comics, too.

13. Invite students to create a drawing, painting, or sculpture of their favorite dog from the series. 
Each “artist” should prepare an index card with a brief explanation of the moment they were 
trying to capture (such as “Rescue dog at work” or “First visit to the dog park”). Arrange the 
artworks and invite other classes to a Puppy Tales art show. 

14. Many characters in The Puppy Tales books have jobs related to dog rescue or 
welfare; others are involved in training dogs in jobs to help humans, such as 

search-and-rescue; cancer detection; or therapy and emotional support. Have students work in 
pairs or small groups to further research one of these areas (or a related area) of important 
work for, or by, dogs. Have students report findings in multimedia presentations. 

15. Using W. Bruce Cameron’s Puppy Tales as a model, invite students to write a “Puppy Tale” of 
their own. Using examples from The Puppy Tales, have a class discussion to review key literary 

elements of plot, theme, character, and setting. Then have students follow a writing process 
(with brainstorming, editing, and revision) to create a short story, or even a chapter book, of 

their original puppy tale. Encourage them to be authors and illustrators, including illustrations to 
enhance the narrative.

Guide written by KRISTIN ECK, a former Editor and Associate Publisher in Educational Publishing,  
and current freelance writer. She has edited and written nonfiction for elementary and middle  

school readers and holds a BA in English from Dartmouth College. 

This guide has been provided by Starscape for classroom, library, and reading group use. 
It may be reproduced in its entirety or excerpted for these purposes.

Common Core-compliant study guides available at adogspurpose.com.


